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‘Another person in our arsenal to help’

fy JOSEPH KELLARD

rom his days living in Tennessee

and Pennsylvania, Rahbl Mark

Grevnspan involved himself in

some type of civie organization,
whether it was working for a child and fam-
iy servioe or a hospice,

Tedny, Greesnspan, rabbi of Qeeanside
Jewish Center sinee he moved W town fve
yisrs dgo, 1s continuing his civic wark for
tha Ceeanside Flre Depariment a5 an asso-
clate chaplain, a recentlyv-created position
that he volunteered for following Sept 11
2001

“T never realiy thought much sboud the
fire department,” Greenspan told the Her
ald. "But | did after %11 The facl that on
laong lalend the firefighters are woluntes
Is, from my perspective, really aesome,
considering that Wsey give so much of thelr
time"

After laarning about the rescue offoels at
the World Trade Centar of MNew York City
fire chaplains Father Mychal Judge, the
Franciscan priest killed ln the Serrorist
attocks, Rabbl Joseph Potasnik, and the
firefighters, Greenspan viewed them all a5
role models, S0 much so that they Insplred
him tolearn mora about fine departments,

Al a post-8/11 Simchat Torah celebra-
tiom, hie approached speclal guest Ed Schar-
berg, then ehilef of OFD. who was honored
a8 & represantative of felighters,

"I approached him and asked if the
department had a Jewish chaplain, which
they dida't, and 1 sald, ‘P'm valuntecring "
Greenspan recalled, “Over the coursa of the
past year [ became a fireman and now I'm
alsn the assockate chaplain ™

A membar of Columbia Engine Co Noo
1, Gresnspan describes himself as a “non-
structural” frefighter, meaning, for axam-
ple, that he doasn't (ght fires by entering
burning homes, but Instead parforms shn-
pler tasks such us connecting hoses to

While the dutles of associate chaplain
are still belng defined, Groenspan hes
already been [nvolved with fadal ear acei-
donts and fires, piving suppart to (he fewl-
lies and frelighiers associated with Lhesa
intense clroumstances.

“Being that we have a lot of Jewish e
fighters, Habbi Greenspan is another per-
son Lo our arsenal to help the members
along with any problems they have,™ said
John Traversn, chief of OFD,

Adopting the philosophy that it 1s Impor
tant for a rabbi to be imaoboed in both Jew-
ish and broader organlzatlons in his cont.
munity, Greenspan sarves as chalrman of
Ceeanalde's Interfaith Councll, whose puar-
s 1= i foster pespect batwesn peaple of
different falths, mees and backgrounds,

Meanwhile, Gricospin seeks to expand
on fiis posltion of associnte chapliin, as ha
ilans 1o offer move specialized counstllng
for crises that mey erise. Currently, he is

Rabbi Greenspan named associate chaplain of OFD
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taking a course In crisis intervontion at the
Mew York Boand of Habbis in Manhatlin,
aned e plins to take courses o the leteara-
tlan ef elargy and ey dopartments,

RABBI MARK GREENSPAN, who decided o become 2 firefi
Associate Chaplin of the Oceanside Fire Deparment,

Al this point, | antlcipate learning o
Int," Grreenspn said ahaut his new position.
“This is a diTerest (vpe of civie work an
I'vs ever dong before. | want 1o lears the

rapes of what = nvolved with being a wil-
nileer frefighter T think to bea good chip
Tain for e e department, you o (o be
npartof the fire depurinent”
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